
Intro
duction to Comics

    
     

     
 From superheroes to silent stories



A basic way to define a comic is:

Images + Narrative + Sequence

Or in other words, a story that 
is told through pictures placed 

together in a series.



When many people think of comics, they think 
of stories about superheroes flying around in 
capes (not that there’s anything wrong with 
these at all!).

However, comic books come in as wide a range 
of different genres as books do.

Carry on to see some 
examples of comic genres 
you may never have heard 
of before...



Autobiographical Comics 

Just like an autobiographical book, these comics are 
non-fiction (based on real events) and made about 
the cartoonist’s own life. 

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi is an autobiographical comic 
which is about Satrapi’s childhood and teenage years growing up 
in Iran during and after the Islamic Revolution.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/160890/persepolis-by-marjane-satrapi/


Comics Journalism

Also known as graphic journalism, people who work 
in comics journalism make non-fiction comics about 

real, and often very important, places and events.

Joe Sacco is a war reporter who has made many comics about 
living in war zones such as Palestine, and Goražde in Bosnia.

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/104/1040346/palestine/9780224069823.html


Silent Comics 

These comics contain no words, and instead tell 
stories through images alone. Silent comics can 
provide just as much information and tell just a 
complex a story as one with words can. 

Instead of the plot being told through a character’s 
conversations and narration, the reader must work 
to ‘read’ the images to follow what is happening.

Silent comics are a perfect example of the 
‘Show Don’t Tell’ rule you may have learned about 
when doing creative writing.

Click here to read illustrator Shaun Tan talk about 
his award-winning silent comic The Arrival.

http://www.shauntan.net/books/the-arrival.html


Poetry Comics 

This is a very wide ranging genre, 
and often includes work that fits into 
other groups too (like silent comics or 
autobiographical comics). 

However they can loosely be defined 
as comics that, like poetry, are trying 
to convey emotions, feelings or 
experiences in a poetic and 
evocative way.

You can read some free poetry comics at www.peonygent.com

http://www.peonygent.com/new-project-1
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Page

Panel

Frame

Gutter
Guttering is the 
name for the 
blank spaces 
between panels 
and around 
the edge of the 
page.

The outer edge 
of a panel

A snapshot of one 
moment of action, 
or one image.

Text Box
A text box is a panel 
that is full of words 
rather than images. 
This text is most 
often narration or 
descriptions. Spoken 
text is shown in 
speech bubbles.

Key Words Diagram



Comics are unique in that they combine both writing 
and drawing techniques to tell a story.

What different creative writing techniques have you 
studied in class?

Which ones of these would be good to use in a comic?

Which ones do you think are less necessary when a story 
is also being told through images?



Things to think about whilst making 
your comic

Colour 

Speech bubbles / word boxes

Mark making

Here are some different drawing techniques to think 
about whilst making a comic:

 • Mark making, or how you are drawing. 
    E.g. heavy marks vs soft marks, scribbles vs light lines. 

 • Use of colour
   What emotions do you associate with different colours?

 • Character designs and expressions

 • Speech bubble shapes

 • Panel shape and size



Think about the differences between how these two 
characters have been drawn.

What different drawing techniques do you see used here?

How have these techniques affected what you think about the 
characters?



The way you draw 
speech bubbles 
can also change 
the way you ‘read’ 
what a character is 
saying or thinking.

How do these 
different speech 
bubble shapes 
change what you 
think the character 
is feeling here?



What shape could a speech bubble be 
to demonstrate the following emotions?

 • Anger
 • Fear
 • Excitement
 • Sadness



 
Changing the shape and size of panels can also be 
a really powerful storytelling tool.

Just like in creative writing, it is useful to start with 
an overview of your scene, and then ‘zoom in’ to 
describe smaller details.



Which template do you think would work best for 
a page that is setting a new scene? Why?



Whilst these techniques can be really 
useful, always remember that there are 
no rules in making comics! 

They can be about anything, and be 
told in a huge variety of ways.

Try making your own, and see what 
works best for you.



These resources were designed and created by artist and illustrator Peony Gent, 
in collaboration with The East London Comics & Arts Festival (ELCAF) and House of 
Illustration. Peony Gent is a regular exhibitor at ELCAF and House of Illustration’s 
Illustrator in Residence for 2020. 

www.elcaf.co.uk
www.houseofillustration.org.uk

This pack has been made possible through funding from Arts Council England.


